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From Kkilling

Hong Kong-born Dave
behind the tragedy of the 1994 genocide,

nightmare, But Dave
Hughes ishopeful that
agroundbreaking visit
to Hong Kung by the
Rwandan national
rugby team in March
will go a small way to
putting the spiles
Dback into the lives of the players from a
country witich has been a living hell

‘A small band of players from Rwanda
wilt beappearing at the Kowloon
RughbyFest in the week before the Hong
KangSevensin March. Their journey from
the killing Gields of Rwanda is nothing but 2
riracle, one that would neverhave
happened if notfor Hughes stumblingonna
book about the Rwandan genocide by
chance.

Hong Kong-bom Hughes, 26, was
working as asurveyor in England a couple
ofyears ago when a friend of his loaned
hitn & book, Shake Hands With The Devi,
about the 1994 Rwandan genocide where
an estimated one million people were
Killed.,

“Itwas a case of neighbours killing their
good friends,  was stunned as | readitand
couldn't comprenend what happened and
why peaple, who had lived side by side for
years, suddenly turned on their
neighbours,” Hughes said.

The book, written by Lieutenant-
Generat Romeo Dallaire of the Canadian
Eoices, who was in command of the
United Nations forces in Rwanda in 1993-
94, chronicles the fateful months of the
genocide wien the world watched and did
nothing as the Hutu hacked to death the
Tutsi.

Dallaire's hands were tied and he could
notintervene as the UN, Belgian
policymakers and senior members of the
Clinton edministration chose to do
nothing and ignored the general's plea for
reinforcernents, The subtitle to kis boak,
“The Failure Of Hurnanity in Rwandz”,
saysitall.

Hughes read the book in ane sitting.
The next morning, hewentto workand
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handed in his notice, He then booked a
flight to Kigali, the capital of Rwanda, with
plans to work fora charity organisation.

“I deeply felt  needed to go and see for
myself and try tounderstand why this
tragedy happened,” said Hughes, whois
now back in Hang Kong and occasionally
turns out as a hooker for Hong Kong
University in the Fourth Division.

I yas working in Britain and knew
nothing about Rwanda. 1was insulated
frorm all the troubles in the world and
reading that baok opened my eyes. i
shocked me out of my comiplacency,”
Hughes said.

Like everyone else, Hughes who used to
go to French International and then
Eradbury asa child, wenton the internet
and searched for Rwanda and charities and
found work with an NGO - non-
governmental organisation--in Kigaliin
2008,

Ft was soon after he arrived that the next
fatefial turn took place. Riding to work ane
moatning, Hughes saw a smalt band of
street children kicking 4 tatty rugby ball by
the wayside. “] couldn't believe my eyes. 1
hadn’t seen anyene playingsport, butto
find a rugby ball in Kigali was amazing.”
Hughes said. “I stopped and joined the
kids. I thought they had stelen the bali.”
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Hughes is helping young Rwandans leave
writes Alvin Sallay
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Many of these guys
saw their friends being
killed and raped. They
don't tallk about it. That
is in the past. For all of
these guys, this will

be a life-changing trip

Dave Hughes, whois helpinga Rwandan
rugby team to play in Hong Kong

He saon discovered that everything was
above board. The group of children were
part afa club that had received sormne
equipment from aclub in China—the
Shanghai Hairy Crabs—-and they were
whiling away their time with a kick-about.

I went back the next day and et them
again and one thingfed to another and
soon Iwas playing and coaching a team
called the Kigali Sharks, one of five ey six
teams in a smallleague,” Hughes said,

As a child, Hughes was no great star
with the oval ball, His father, David, whe
arrived in 1972 to join the Hong Kong
Police, was not a rughy fan, but he still
encouraged his son to play atscioal.

“T wasn'tsuch a great player. And 1
knaw virtually nothing about coaching
rughy. But 1still feft [ had to get involved
with this club,” said Hughes who has now
setup his own charity in Kigali, the Akilah
Instituge, which is & school to educate
woment in the hospitality industry.

Soon hewas at the forefront, organising
sevens tounaments as well as
“internationals” against teams from
neighbouring countries. It was during one
of the tournaments that he was hitbyan
idea ~why not take the Rwandan national
side to Hong Kong during the Sevens
weekend?

searching for mere sponsors to ensure thelr rexlise their dream of playing In the territory. Photo: SMP Pictures
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“My Dad and Mum were down in Kigali,
and my Dad commente that, ‘these guys
are good enough ta play in the 10sin Hong
Kong’. Thatsef it all off,” Hughes said.

The original hope was to enter the Hong
Kong Footpall Club 10s, but it was soon
decided that this was one step too far fora
ragtagband of players. Instead they
decided to play in the more friendly and
social Kowloon 10s.

Hughes, wha now spends his time
between Kigali and Hong Kong, said: “The
Football Club 10s was too professional far a
team of amateurs. So we decided to enter
the Kowloon tournament and I made
inquiries.”

He has received nothing but generous
help right along. Kewlaon Rugby Club
lynchpin Anson Bailey, whoisalsoa
director with the Hong Kong Rugby
Football Union, waived the entry fee for the
tournament. Andrew Chambers, from
Tsunami Sports, has donated all the kit for
the Rwandan team. Niall Donnelly and his
public relations company have agreed 1o
help with the publicity free of charge.

“The support I have reccived from the
rughy community in Hong Konghas been
amazing. People have gone out of their way
to help us, The Hong Kong Rugby Football
Union has given the teamn free tickets to
watch the Sevens, and this witl be a dream
come true for them,” Hughes said.

The obstacles are still many. While they
have a placeand bexth in the tournament
and kit to wearand be presentable as rugby
players, the biggest hurdle is funding te buy
ihe airkine tickets for the 13 players.

“We nced at least US$30,000 for the
airfare and ather incidental costs. 1hape
peaple who read this story wil support this
cause, But 'm convinced that this is going
to happen, even if have to sell everything
own,” Hughes said, hoping to dnun up
corpotate backing.

‘Those who want to help, may write to
rwandarigbyhk@gmail.com, says Hughes.

“Bor all of these guys, thiswillbc a
life-changing trip, Rwanda is a landlocked
countryand none of them has seen the sea.
Bt will also be the first time they willbe
wravelling in an airplane. W witlbe
wondrous eye-opening journey for them,”
he said.

Just imagine the Rwandans when they
see Hong Kong for the first time. Orwhen
theyun out 1o play at the Kowloon
RugbyFest, or when theyturn up ata
packed Hong Kong Stadium 10 watch the
Sevens for the first time in their life.

“My dream is one day for Rwanda to
play at the Hong Kong Sevens. Who knows,
it might happen. They are abunch of
natusally talented athletes who, with
proper ttaining and guidance, can go far,”
Hughes said.

He refisses to say what the make-up of
the team is - howr many Hutu and how
many Tutsi. He says bo one wants to talk
about the horrific past. They would rather
dwell on the present.

*There isone guy in the team ealled
Kamanda, who runs the 100 metresin 11
seconds, Thavealotof hope for them and
hope down the road they can soon play in
the Football Club 10s and then the Sevens.

“Mozambigue have shown us what
they can do at the Sevens, Look at Kenya,
who 110 ene took seriously at the start, but
taday are one of the core teams in the TRB
Sevens Series and one who beat the
opposing sides regutarly, Anything can
happen.”

tndeed. Tragedy has been part and
parcel of the life of these Rwandan players.
Now the chance to give them a little bit of
joyis here for those who care.

“Many of these guys saw their friends
beingkilled and raped, They don'ttalk
about it. That is in the past,” Hughes said.

And has he found oug why the workd
went mad, back in 1994 in Rwanda?
Hughes sighed and said no. -

“I'wentto try and find out, butstil
don't know why human nature collapsed
and why people turned on their
neighbiours and friends.”



